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DONATIONS FORM
Regular donors, under the educational sponsorship scheme, will be sent their annual invitation to renew with this newsletter. As 
this newsletter is read by other people, this form is included to attract new sponsors and to encourage general donations towards 
the work of TEABAG. Please make your cheques payable to “TEABAG”
             
I would like to sponsor the education of a school child in Ghana for a year (minimum donation £20 includes Christmas £5 for the 
child and their family)   £     _____
                                                   
I enclose a donation of £  _____  to be used for  other TEABAG projects.
 I am a UK tax payer and would like TEABAG to benefit from claiming Gift Aid on this donation: tick here 

Name:…………………………………………......................................................................................….Tel:……………..........….........................

Address:……………………………………………………………………..................................................……………....................................................

……………………………………………………..............................................................................Post code:.....................................................

Email address:

TEABAG
Unit 1, Lyndon Yard

Riverside Road
London SW17 0BA

020 8946 0821
www.teabagcharity.org.uk

CHRISTMAS CARDS 2017
Our annual efforts to send Christmas Cards to the sponsored children have become an important, rewarding and 
exciting part of our work in the villages. Apart from our general contact with the schools and teaching staff, it results in us 
meeting every child on the sponsorship scheme and ensuring that they are still in regular attendance at the school. The 
children really love getting a card from their supporters. It is highly unlikely that the family will receive any other 
Christmas cards each year. The resulting photos are sent to the sponsors who can then see how the child is developing. 
Some of our loyal supporters have been with us for 15 years or so and they have watched the children grow from 
Kindergarden right the way through until they finish school, with a picture each year.

We now ask that you do not enclose cash with the card, to simplify the process, we are suggesting that the £5 Christmas 
gift is included in your annual donation. This is to avoiding cash being sent in the post, allows us to claim Gift Aid and 
makes our work simpler when changing funds into the local currency. Please address and post your cards as shown 
below and thank you for being so thoughtful and kind in including your sponsored child in your Christmas card list.                       

(Name of Child)
(Name of School)

TEABAG
Unit 1, Lyndon Yard

Riverside Road
London SW17 0BA

New Hostel Building
Our big project this year has been the building 
of the student hostel at the TEABAG Vocational 
College in Mankoadze. In the December 2016 
edition of the newsletter there is a photo 
showing the foundations being laid, now the 
building is almost complete. It has been a huge 
task, mostly carried out by the students (boys 
and girls) and teaching staff of the college who 
made and laid all the blocks, mixed the concrete 
by hand and dug the trenches for power and 
water supplies. We are grateful for professional 
help with some of the carpentry and roofing.

The building has been built to a very high 
standard, with deep foundations into the sandy 
soil and raised above the flood level as the 
ground can get badly water-logged during the 
rainy season.

Trustee Chris Moller recently inspected the 
building and drew up a list of final jobs to be 
completed before we can move the students 
from their current cramped and over-crowded 
accommodation. We can now provide improved 
accommodation for the teachers and National Service Volunteers in the old hostel rooms. We hope to be able to 
move the students into the hostel by the start of the January 2018 term.

The new hostel is going to house 40 girls and 40 boys from the college and there is also an apartment for a senior 
teacher to act as House 
M i s t r e s s .  T h e  o l d  
a c c o m m o d a t i o n  w a s  
dreadfully hot and unhygienic, 
the new hostel has been 
designed to allow a good flow 
a fresh air for ventilation and 
includes showers, toilets and 
kitchen facilities.

We are incredibly grateful for a 
significant grant from Peter 
Gaffney to make all this 
possible.



Dear Supporters

My thanks are due firstly to the many loyal and generous supporters of 

TEABAG, we usually only contact you once a year yet still you do not forget us or 

forget the children we are helping to attend schooling in Ghana. In addition, 

especially this year, I have huge debt of gratitude to the Board of Trustees 

because my business has kept me far too busy this year and I have had to rely on 

the other Trustees to keep everything moving for our charity.

We have a truly excellent and dedicated teaching staff at our Vocational College 

who have progressed our hostel building project and delivered the finished 

building on budget. For the school year 2017/18 we are delighted to have been 

allocated 12 National Service Personnel, these are young people who have 

finished their higher education and give a year to serving the community.

Our next big project is to continue the clean water project. We already have the 

borehole and the water produced has allowed the college to stay open during 

the worse drought in living memory. The water is clear and clean but has a high 

salt content so it is used for sanitation and washing but is not suitable for 

drinking. The water purification plant is our next target. We would like to 

produce drinking water for the college and for the community. The children of the village are still having to fetch water from 

dirty ponds for drinking and cook. As the photo shows, we now have two very large water tanks, one is for harvesting 

rainwater and the other stores the water from the borehole - which 

is pumped from the ground during the day using solar power.

As a small charity, we do desperately need your continuing support 

and we, the Trustees, send our sincere thanks to our loyal 

supporters. With so many excellent charitable causes asking for 

your assistance these days, please do try to remember our long-

term and sustainable work with the under privileged young people 

in Ghana. We do make every penny we receive go a long way and no 

expenses are deducted to run the charity.

Roger Gillman

Chair of the Board of Trustees

07801 866 723

rogergreyhair@hotmail.com

Sara & Will
Sara and William were married in Kirkwall Cathedral 
this year and decided to give part of their honeymoon 
to volunteering for the work of TEABAG. Will has 
been a long term supporter and advises the TEABAG 
alternative energy committee. It was Sara’s first visit 
to Ghana. Not only did this wonderful couple give 
their honeymoon time to our cause, they also asked 
for donations to TEABAG instead of wedding 
presents. The funds raised will mostly be used 
towards our 2018 clean water project. Sara’s words 
below:

Will and I had a great time in Mankoadze and with the 
College students. There was so much activity and life 

on the campus, especially with the building of the new Hostel. Will caught up with a few of the now graduated 
students who he met in past years including Thomas Mensah and Ebenezer Otwe. It was fun to hear their 
memories of Will and their plans for the future. We also met a young woman, Olivia, in the last year of her 
studies in the catering department. She introduced me to the rest of her classmates, who were eager to hear if I 
had any connections in Accra or any cities where they may be able to work. Sadly I did not! But I was struck by 
their eagerness to progress. I noticed this eagerness too when we spoke with individual students after Will and I 
each gave a talk to the whole college about our academic and professional experience. We were able to hand 
out some exercise books we were able to purchase with money left over from the honeymoon donations. We 
also helped with handing out uniforms at the Primary School. I was told uniforms were allocated to those 
students most in need. It was great fun to be able to present the young ones with new clothes and shoes 
required by the schools for attendance. TEABAG fills a crucial gap for many families. While Primary School is 
paid for by the government, this only extends to teacher's salaries, meaning students who are unable to buy a 
uniform and the correct supplies are still unable to attend. It was a joy to hand out the uniforms and we thank 
TEABAG for letting us be a part! 

Will and I both have a lot of love for the young students in Mankoadze and the great teachers and staff at the 
TEABAG Vocational College. We can't wait to have the opportunity to return! 



An evening at Mankoadze Vocational College – November 2017 By Anne Moller (Trustee)

The Activities week had a Choir competition organised by department.  There are 5 departments, ICT, Construction, 

Catering, Dressmaking and Electrical installation.  It is pitch black here by 6.15pm, and tonight was very hot and oppressive 

– a storm threatened.   Drumming and singing was audible in the hut where I am staying (which does have running water 

(this time) and electricity.)  It is about 400 yards from the room where they were planning to hold the event. So the 

drumming was quite loud!  The event was due to start at 7.00pm, so I turned up at 7.15pm when as I predicted there was no 

one in the hall. I sat outside on the benches that form the staffroom under some acacia trees planted several years ago. The 

electricals department boys were all outside drumming and chanting loudly and jumping up and down with great energy 

each one sporting a piece of traditional Ghanaian fabric around their torso some way or another.  I was joined by a couple of 

staff members who were in charge. The wind picked up, and the breeze was wonderfully cooling.  Flashes of lightening were 

visible in the surrounding clouds and then the rain started – heavy rain, so we took refuge inside, and so, gradually did some 

of the students.  By about 8.00pm nearly all the students were there, and the evening began.  Occasionally, the rain on the 

roof was so loud that it drowned out the music, but generally, the music increased in volume to counter nature's efforts.

The ICT team were first, 8 lads and 2 girls.  There was a keyboard player who played throughout, and a drummer, both very 

skilful and they started to play some music, and a strong woman's voice took up which contrasted sharply with her 

diminutive stature, and the rest of the group then supported, and danced too, enthusiastically without any of the usual 

young male diffidence that besets us in the west.  They were followed by Construction, sporting their hard hats, and 

measuring equipment in case we were not clear which team they were.  The catering department – all girls – had several 

fantastic singers with strong clear voices against which their fellow classmates balanced well.  The dressmakers had two 

conductresses, whose sinuous dance performance would keep any choir member avidly watching the conductress, and 

finally the electrical team who had been so rumbustious at the beginning of the evening offered a really lovely lyrical song 

with accompaniment.  

They are still singing, an hour later, interspersed as I sit here with the sound of crickets and the occasional loud call of a frog.  

Is this an entitlement I have as a Trustee?  Absolutely not, but it is an experience that I would love to share with others, as it 

gladdens the heart, and makes me really sure that life is good.

REPAIR CAFÉ 2017

The TEABAG Honorary Treasurer, Chris Moller, organises 
Repair Cafes in his home county of Cambridgeshire and has 
now taken the concept to Ghana. The very first Repair Café 
in Sub-Sarharan Africa was held in Mankoadze. This year the team from our Vocational College took the concept to the 
nearby town of Apam, a fishing Port along the coast from our village. The event was held in the Town Hall.

Electricals, Building & Construction and Textiles students and staff undertook the repairs, with additional professional 
assistance from a local mobile phone repairer. Catering students provided food and drink for sale. 

A total of 76 items were brought, and 53 of these (80%) were completely fixed. No charge was made for fixing items. After 
mobile phones, the most popular items were blenders, irons, fans and DVD players.

The Other TEABAG villages

Whilst the main efforts of TEABAG are centered around the village of Mankoadze, we have, for many years now, also 
sponsored children to attend school at the nearby villages of Abrekum and Onyadze. Abrekum is a small village with a modest 
fishing industry while Onyadze, being inland, relies on subsistence farming. Both suffer from extremes of poverty and lack of 
water and sanitation facilities. 

The school at Onyadze suffered from the death of the Headmaster who was killed while travelling to school on a motorbike. 
This left TEABAG with a lack of co-
operation at the school. We are 
pleased to inform you that a new 
Headmaster has now been appointed 
who is very enthusiastic in his work 
and is working hard to restore the 
standards at the school. He certainly 
welcomes TEABAG and wants to work 
closely with us. There has always been 
a problem with lack of attendance at 
these village schools and the child 
sponsorship scheme has made a huge 
improvement with this problem by 
encouraging the children to attend 
and ensuring that they have the 
required uniforms and supplies. We 
hope to now be able to support more 
children in these villages

The photo shows happy kids at school 
when we visited Onyadze in July. They 
just love having their picture taken.



TEABAG Vocational College Graduation Ceremony 2017

The most anticipated event in the busy life of the college is obviously the Graduation Ceremony. This year it took 
place in January. Two Trustees and other visitors from the UK were able to travel to Ghana to attend and enjoy 
this amazing day. It does tend to be a long, colourful and hot day with performances from the various dance 
troupes, the cadet force, the fashion department and the acrobats. The Trustees gave inspirational speeches and 
thanks were given to our many supporters in the UK.

Everyone in attendance was at first bemused and then delighted when suddenly one girl started singing “He’s 
Got The Whole World in His Hands” and then her singing was joined in by a boy at the other side of the arena. 
More students started singing and marching into the center of the square. It seamlessly developed

 into a beautifully choreographed dance performance. What we were witnessing was probably the first Flash 
Dance performance ever seen in Ghana. Unknown to the rest of us, Cavan Syrad from Hampshire had  been 
training the students for a week to perfect the routine. It was a professional, moving and wonderful 
performance to witness.

There were 42 students receiving their diplomas, 20 girls and 22 boys. Over the past 8 years we have trained a 
total of 255 students. We keep in touch with the ex-students and 90% of them have found paid employment or 
set-up their own businesses in various parts of the country.

The college now has 22 teachers and 148 students and thanks are sent to everyone who has supported our 
work training these young people in employable skills.
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